A Fairytale Medley 2
By Christine Harvey
Intermediate to Advanced Reader/One Script

A Fairytale Medley

Publisher’s Note: This script may be performed as a traditional
play using set, costumes, props, and staging as suggested below.

The script may also be performed as readers theater by placing
readers behind music stands, placing reading scripts upon the music
stands, eliminating set decoration, and selectively minimizing
movement, props and costume pieces.

Cast: 3 Actors/Readers, Numbers 1,2, and 3 (male or female)
Set Design:

The play is set at #3’s house. Pictures and houseplants could decorate
the stage. Furniture such as couches, end tables, and chairs could
also be used.

Staging Concerns:

This performance uses a lot of props and costumes. Keep the props
organized and the costumes simple so that the scene transformations
are fast and fluent.
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(#1 is sitting, looking through a dictionary. #2 and #3 are trying to
write an assignment. They should have pencils in their hands and
binders on their laps.)

#1: Fairytales..fairytales...f-a-i-r-y-...
#2: It's not a spelling test, you know.

#1: I know, but I just thought I'd look it up in the dictionary. We
need to include the definition for the assignment.

#3: Well, isn't the name self-explanatory? A fairytale is... (#3 grabs
his/her essay and reads from it)...is “a long extension of fur and skin
protruding from the lower back of a fairy.”

#1: 1It's a good effort, but I think I'll stick to the dictionary definition.
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#2: (talking to #3) No, it's not that kind of tail. (#2 points at his/her
rear end.) It's the kind of tale you tell, like a story. (#2 makes his/her
hands look like a storybook.)

#3: Oh.

(#3 erases the incorrect definition and starts writing a different
answer.)

#2: I'm starting to think there must be a better way of approaching
this assignment. We have to do something new and unique.
Something that no one will expect. Something that will dazzle our
teacher and classmates.

#3: Here, how’s this? (#3 reads his/her new answer.) “A fairytale is
a story about a little female being with wings” (flutters his/her hands
like wings) “and a magical wand.” (#3 pretends to wave a wand.)
“But definitely without a tail,” (points to rear end) “not to be confused
with the other type of tale.” (#3 puts hands in a storybook position.)

#2: Well, itis unique.

#1: (excited) Here it is! Here it is! I found the word fairytale. (#1
reads from the dictionary.) “The word fairytale was originally given to
stories that were about fairies, but it has now evolved into meaning

stories that are untrue or unbelievable. Examples: Snow White,
Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Rapunzel, etc.”

#3: Oh, like bedtime stories.

#2: TI've got the best idea. Let’s make a play for our assignment. It
will be fun, and our classmates will love not having to sit through
another boring essay reading.

#1: That's a good idea. But which one should we do?

#2: All of them.

#1 & #3: All of them?

#1: But how do we do that?
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#2: Well, let’s start with the ones listed here, and then we can
branch out and incorporate the other ones that we think of as we go.
Here, let’s try it. We'll need some costumes. Why don’t you get that
big tickle trunk? (#1 gets the tickle trunk.) And props - let’s see,
where will we get props?

#1: (looks in the dictionary) p-r-o-...

#2: (closes #1's dictionary) Props are objects that are used during a
theatrical performance. (#1 nods.) Oh, I know. How about that box
of stuff your dad was going to give to the local charity store?

(#3 gets the box and sets it down in front of #1 and #2. #1 and #2
pick out items from the box and hold them up for the audience to see.
The items from the box should be weird things like toilet seats and
rubber chickens.)

#3: (embarrassed) Don't ask.
(#1 pulls out a large paper bag.)

#3: Hey, that can be our paper bag princess.

(#3 takes the bag from #1 and puts it on a doll or mannequin.
Another option is for #3 to draw a happy face on the bag or put a
princess hat on it.)

#2: Now for the hard part - set design. What set would be
compatible with all fairytales?

#3: Well, that's easy. We need a forest. All fairytales have a forest.

#2: Of course. Hand me those plants. (They take plants from
around the house and place them at the front of the stage.) There,
that looks great.

(#2 walks over to the tickle trunk and pulls out a long, blonde wig.)
Now who wants to be Rapunzel?

(Both #1 and #3 put up their hands and say things like “pick me.” #2
considers for a moment and then gives number #1 the Rapunzel wig.
#1 puts on the wig. Then #2 puts on a princess hat and holds up a
mirror.)
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#2: T'll be Sleeping Beauty and Snow White. And you can be
Cinderella.

(#2 gives #3 a scrub brush.)
#3: (disappointed) What a rip.

#2: We'll need this too. (#2 gives #1 a witch’s hat from the tickle
trunk.) We are now ready to begin. Once upon a time, Rapunzel,
Sleeping Beauty, and Snow White were all sitting around looking
beautiful, but not Cinderella. She was working very hard at scrubbing
the floor. (#2 indicates to #3 to start scrubbing the floor. #3
complies, reluctantly.) All of these beautiful, young maidens were
princesses, all except for Cinderella. She was just a servant girl, but
don’t worry. She becomes a princess in the end. All of these lovely
princesses, and soon-to-be princesses, had enemies. An evil witch
locked Rapunzel in a tower (#1 puts on the witch hat), cast a sleeping
spell on Sleeping Beauty, and fed Snow White a poisonous apple.

#3: Wow. That old witch sure gets around, but what did the witch
do to Cinderella?

#2: Nothing. Her mean stepmother and annoying stepsisters locked
Cinderella in her room.

#3: That'sit. I don't want to be Cinderella anymore with all the
scrubbing, and the non-royalty status, and the wimpy villains.

#2: Okay, okay, you can be Sleeping Beauty, and I'll be Cinderella
and Snow White.

(#2 trades the princess hat for #3’s scrub brush.)

#3: Cool. I can sleep really well. (#3 gets a pillow and lies down.)
See?

#2: Yeah, you do that. Now where was I? Oh, yes. So the evil
villains did their bad things, and all the evil villains were very, very
ugly. All except for Snow White’s stepmother. She was very beautiful,
and she had a magical mirror. (#2 holds the mirror up and talks to
it.) Mirror, mirror in my hand, who’s the fairest in the land? What's
that you say, mirror? Me? What? It's not me? It's Snow White, you
say? And Snow White is also played by me. (#1 and #3 give #2 dirty
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looks.) All right, all right, enough about me. The beautiful, young
maidens wait for their prince charmings to come and break the curses
or rescue them from their rooms or towers.

Cinderella and Snow White wait.

#1: (impatiently tapping his/her toe and looking at his/her watch)
I'm waiting.

#3: (sits up from sleeping) I'm still waiting here. (#3 goes back to
sleep.)

#2: Then finally the big strong prince comes, defeats the evil villain
(#2 throws off #1’s witch hat), rescues the princess, puts her on his
white horse, and carries her off into the sunset. The prince and the
princess live happily ever after, even though they haven't exchanged
names or established their zodiac compatibility. In fact, the prince
doesn’t make any effort to get to know the princess before proposing.
He just says, "Hop on my horse and let's go.” There, we have covered
those four fairytales quite well, I'd say. Now, let’'s move on.

#1: Wait, we can’t. One little princess is still asleep.
(#1 points to #3, who is still sleeping. #2 goes to the props box and
grabs a stethoscope and a doctor’s coat. #1 puts on a nurse’s hat.

#1 then goes and stands behind #3, while #2 checks #3’s pulse.)

#2: I'm afraid your princess has contracted a rare but serious illness
called fairytale syndrome.

#1: What is that, doctor?

#2: It's when someone takes a fairytale too seriously and they fall
victim to the fairytale character’s psychosis.

#1: Oh no, doctor. How can it be cured?

#2: Sometimes if you just give the victim a good shake and say their
name, it is enough to remove the delusional cells that are clotting their
common sense.

#1: (talking to the audience) Okay, everyone. Say, “Wake up,
Sleeping Beauty,” on the count of three. Ready? One...two...three...
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#1, #2, and Audience: Wake up, Sleeping Beauty.
(#1 shakes #3, but #3 remains asleep.)
#1: That didn't work. What now?

#2: Hmmm. I recall a few cases where a forbidden fruit had become
lodged in the larynx and had been jostled out when the princess was
lifted into a sitting position.

(#1 sits #3 up, but it doesn’t wake #3. Then #1 begins to do CPR on
#3.)

#1: One...two...three compressions and breath. One...two...three
compressions and breath. Breathe, Sleeping Beauty, breathe. Doctor,
I'm afraid we're losing her.

#2: 1 was hoping we wouldn’t have to resort to this, but it may be
the only thing that will save her life. We have to find her prince
charming. You might have to go out and kiss a few frogs.

#1: Ah, no thanks. I mean, there isn't enough time for that.

#2: 1It's even worse than you think. Once we find her prince
charming, we will have to convince him to administer love’s first kiss,
smack dab on the lips.

#1: Oh my, this is serious.

#2: And since prince charmings are in such short supply, we may
have to try some experimental kissers such as male classmates or
neighbours. However, in light of the fact that time is running out, our
best option would probably be a little brother. (#2 yells.)
Kevin...Kevin, get over here. We need a little brother to kiss this
princess.

(#3 gets up.)

#3: Oh look, I'm cured.

#2: Yeah, I thought that might work.

(#1 & #2 remove their costumes.)
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